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HEATHER L. CLAH 

Acting Attorney General 

February 14, 2025 

Western Navajo Pumped Storage Project 1, LLC 
c/o Erik Steimle 
1455 SW Broadway, Suite 290 
Portland, OR 97201 

Dear Mr. Steimle, 

KRIS 0. BEECHER 

Acting Deputy Attorney General 

J am writing as Assistant Attorney General of the Natural Resources Unit, Navajo Nation 
Department of Justice, to express support for Western Navajo Pumped Storage l, LLC ("Applicant") 
reapplying for a preliminary pennit from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission ("FERC") to study the 
feasibility of its proposed closed loop pumped storage project on lands entirely within the Navajo Nation, 
near the City of Page in Coconino County, Arizona ("Project"). 

On November 17, 2023, the Navajo Nation opposed the issuance of a Preliminary Permit because, 
at the time, the level of meaningful consultation with the Navajo Nation was unclear. FERC denied the 
application without prejudice pursuant to a policy of denying preliminary pennit applications on Tribal lands 
if the Tribe on whose lands the project is to be located oppose the permit. In re Western Navajo Pumped 
Storage 1, LLC and Western Navajo Pumped Storage 2, LLC, 186 FERC 1 61,120 (February 15, 2024). 
FERC's policy respects the Navajo Nation's sovereign authority over its lands and encourages private 
developers to earnestly engage. 

The Applicant responded accordingly and conducted meaningful consultation and engagement with 
the Navajo Nation. To date, the Applicant has presented the Project to the Resources and Development 
Committee of the Navajo Nation Council, received a Permission to Survey, and obtained a Parks and 
Recreation Special Use Permit to conduct studies and non-invasive activities. While the Applicant's 
consultation with the Navajo Nation remains ongoing, the Applicant has demonstrated a commitment to 
meaningfully engage with the Navajo Nation government. As a result, the Applicant has my support to 
reapply for a preliminary pennit and study the feasibility of its Project. 

I have no objection to the Applicant's use of this letter as part of its preliminary permit application. 
This letter does not obligate the Navajo Nation to support the project beyond the preliminary pennit 
application, nor does it waive the Nation's right to intervene or otherwise participate in any FERC 
proceeding. The Navajo Nation further reserves a11 rights with respect to additional permits or approvals for 
any and all work conducted on the Navajo Nation. 

Vero ca Blackhat 
Assistant Attorney General 
Natural Resources Unit 

P.O. Box 2010 • Window Rock, Navajo Nation (AZ) 86515 • 928-871-6345 • Fax No. 928-871-6177 













VERIFICATION STATEMENT 

[placeholder page] 

This application for preliminary permit is executed in: 

STATE OF: O,-..eJon. 

COUNTY OF: //tolh1ory\rA h

By: (Name) £r, /<. S-J-t ;
fl" 

}<c._. 

/4�'> • �r'J;;p 9::::1- /(Address),.., i>r,.J
1

-/e., -,uo 120 

Being duly sworn, deposes and says that the contents of this preliminary permit application are
true to the best of (his or her) knowledge or belief. The undersigned applicant has signed the 
application on this Jt/t"- day of .M�rch 2025. 

Applicant 

By: &� 
Subscribed and sworn to before me, a Notary public of the State of Ure JOY\
day of M41't�2025. 

Notary: 

I) OFRCIALSTAMP 
ANTHONY LOUIS BARANEU.O 

NOTARY PUBLIC - OREGON 
COMMISSION NO. 1037356 

t.f'f COMMISSION EXPIRES JUNE 06 , 20'Z1 

on this lt/1 h 
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Form FERC-587
OMB No. 1902-0145
(Expires 10/31/2018) 

LAND DESCRIPTION

Public Land States
(Rectangular Survey System Lands)

1. STATE                           2. FERC PROJECT NO. __________________

3. TOWNSHIP                          RANGE                      MERIDIAN  _____________

4. Check one: Check one:

License            Pending
  Preliminary Permit Issued

If preliminary permit is issued, give expiration date: __________________________

5. EXHIBIT SHEET NUMBERS OR LETTERS
Section 6 5 4 3 2 1

7 8 9 10 11 12

18 17 16 15 14 13

19 20 21 22 23 24

30 29 28 27 26 25

31 32 33 34 35 36

6. contact's name _

telephone no. ( )

Date submitted _

This information is necessary for the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to discharge its responsibilities under 
Section 24 of the Federal Power Act.

Arizona P-

X

X

41 North 9 East

        X       X      X

     X

      X      X       X

      X      X

      X

Gila-Salt River Principal Meridian



Form FERC-587
OMB No. 1902-0145
(Expires 10/31/2018) 

LAND DESCRIPTION

Public Land States
(Rectangular Survey System Lands)

1. STATE                     2. FERC PROJECT NO. __________________

3. TOWNSHIP                                   RANGE                      MERIDIAN  _____________

4. Check one: Check one:

License            Pending
  Preliminary Permit Issued

If preliminary permit is issued, give expiration date: __________________________

5. EXHIBIT SHEET NUMBERS OR LETTERS
Section 6 5 4 3 2 1

7 8 9 10 11 12

18 17 16 15 14 13

19 20 21 22 23 24

30 29 28 27 26 25

31 32 33 34 35 36

6. contact's name _

telephone no. ( )

Date submitted _

This information is necessary for the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to discharge its responsibilities under 
Section 24 of the Federal Power Act.

Arizona P-

41 North 10 East Gila-Salt River Principal Meridian

X

X

     X

     X

     X      X

     X



Form FERC-587
OMB No. 1902-0145
(Expires 10/31/2018) 

LAND DESCRIPTION

Public Land States
(Rectangular Survey System Lands)

1. STATE                     2. FERC PROJECT NO. __________________

3. TOWNSHIP                          RANGE                      MERIDIAN  _____________

4. Check one: Check one:

License            Pending
  Preliminary Permit Issued

If preliminary permit is issued, give expiration date: __________________________

5. EXHIBIT SHEET NUMBERS OR LETTERS
Section 6 5 4 3 2 1

7 8 9 10 11 12

18 17 16 15 14 13

19 20 21 22 23 24

30 29 28 27 26 25

31 32 33 34 35 36

6. contact's name _

telephone no. ( )

Date submitted _

This information is necessary for the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to discharge its responsibilities under 
Section 24 of the Federal Power Act.

Arizona P-

40 North 9 East Gila-Salt River Principal Meridian

X

X

     X
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